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A Dream
Adventure
By Claire Fordham

If you’re looking for paradise, try Fiji. And while you’re
there, treat yourself to a trip aboard the Tui Tai for the
adventure of a lifetime. It’s a cruise ship with a difference.

I have just returned from an
unforgettable family vacation in Fiji
with my sister, my woman child and my
sister’s six-year-old daughter.
There is so much to love about this place.
Nothing seems to bother the Fijians.
They are always laughing and smiling.
I admit to being a little anxious when I
first saw a local man coming towards me
with a machete, until I learned that they
all carry them to cut down coconuts.
This is a peaceful country where cases of
violence are few and far between. This
is why so many Westerners buy homes
there.
Most people live off the land as fruit and
fish are plentiful. If you lose your job
here, you won’t starve.
Unlike the Caribbean, where the locals
seemed to resent visitors, every Fijian
you pass will smile warmly, wave and
shout: “Bula!” This means “life” but it is
also used as a greeting.
The landscape is magnificent, lush and
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verdant. That’s because of the tropical
(occasionally biblical) rain. Rest assured,
there’s still plenty of sun.
Not being the seafaring type, I wasn’t
convinced the Tui Tai trip was for me, but
my three travelling companions - who
jumped at the chance to drop anchor and
snorkel, swim and scuba dive in stunning
secluded bays - assured me there’d be
plenty of other things to do and enjoy.
I felt no shame in staying on board to
read my book in the shade of a cabana
after a massage while my tribe learned
the ins and outs of scuba gear. I have
never felt more relaxed and content.
The food is superb. The best vegetable
stir fry with noodles I’ve ever tasted,
fish cooked on the grill with delicious
vegetables and salads, and the
impossible-to-resist desserts.
Even my woman child, who claims not to
like coconut, couldn’t resist the passion
fruit ice-cream covered in dried coconut.
And I still wake up dreaming of the chef’s
lemon pudding.

learn to dive
certified divers
20+ dive sites
experienced team

Enquire about transfers from your Nadi Hotel

-OK ...for fantastic & fun holiday adventures!
Book Now Online,
at Port Denarau Marina,
or at your Hotel/ Resort
lobby desk.

t: +679 675 1288 m: +679 702 6062

www.adrenalinfiji.com
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Luxury resort living,
in Fiji’s most
desirable location.

Peppers Naisoso Island Resort, Fiji

Apartments now selling
from FJD$579,600*
Settlement 2013.
Secure with FJD$57,960^
www.peppersresortfiji.com

Our shipmates Lisa and her niece Kerrie go on
adventures around the world together every year
and agreed this was their best trip ever. We have
become real friends and even Facebook friends.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meals are eaten at one long communal table. Lots of meals.
Cold breakfast at 7am, hot breakfast at 9am, lunch at 1pm,
tea and homemade cake at 4pm and a three-course dinner
at 7pm. After all those activities, we were always ready
for the next meal.

One of the pupils played (brilliantly) a set of drums
donated by a previous Tui Tai passenger. These kids
were so happy and healthy. We have much to learn
from other cultures.

Our shipmates Lisa and her niece Kerrie go on adventures
around the world together every year and agreed this was
their best trip ever. We have become real friends and even
Facebook friends.
Instructors Sam and Gemma (a Brit and an Aussie) have
dived just about everywhere and insist these waters are
the most incredible, with pristine coral reefs and diverse
marine life.

Anyone can come on this trip and do
as much (or as little) as they want and
certainly more than they would have
imagined.

Apart from these two, the rest of the 16-strong crew are
Fijians who know this part of the South Pacific better than
anyone. Our diving master, Isoa, knew exactly where to
find manta rays.

I was especially impressed how patient
and accommodating the crew was
with our six-year-old who tried and
thoroughly enjoyed all the activities
(apart from the scuba diving).

I didn’t get into the water but I watched with excitement
and wonder from the tender as we followed these
strangely beautiful creatures.
I didn’t jump off the side of the Tui Tai either and I was
fine with that, despite everyone’s coaxing. I kayaked for
the first time in my life and felt joy in my heart. I hiked
up to the spectacular Bouma Falls and was so proud that I
didn’t scream when we met a big blue crab en route. And
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One, two or three bedroom apartments
Private beach-view balcony
Inspired open-plan living space
Luxurious furnishings and decor
Two beachfront restaurants
Three lagoon pools with swim-up bar
Two tennis courts, cafe and retail space

I was ready in case we met a spider the size of a dinner
plate, safe in the knowledge that none of the creepie
crawlies here are poisonous.
The great thing about this adventure is there’s something
for everyone with diverse interests and adventure levels.

When she was tired, which wasn’t often,
Sam took her shell collecting or pulled
her along on a boogie board. Or she just
lay back under a cabana and read or
coloured. If you don’t like kids, you can
request not to vacation at the same time
as a family with children.

The highlight of the trip for me was
visiting the island of Rabi (pronounced
Rambi), where local schoolchildren
put on a breathtaking song and dance
display for us.

Sales and Information Centre Now Open
Naisoso Island. 9am-5pm daily.
First turn left after airport.
Fiji +(679) 675 0172 | sales@naisosoisland.com

Free hotel pick-up

A European charity re-built two
classrooms that were destroyed by
Cyclone Thomas two years ago. The
classroom walls were covered in better
work than I’ve seen in many Western
schools.
One of the pupils played (brilliantly) a
set of drums donated by a previous Tui
Tai passenger. These kids were so happy
and healthy. We have much to learn from
other cultures.

^10% deposit secures this apartment. Images and illustrations are
indicative only. *All prices quoted are subject to 15% VAT. Whilst all details
have been carefully prepared and are believed to be correct no warranty
can be given either expressly or implied by the vendors or their agents.
Intending purchasers must rely on their own enquiries. Specifications may
change at any time. Payable by cheque or bank guarantee. Prices correct
as at 02/09/11. NAP22012 produced by totocommunications.com.au
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This culture is actually preserved
and enriched by the Tui Tai, since the
operation is committed to eco-tourism.
Villages share in the economic benefits;
Tui Tai has funded schools, purchased
medical supplies and sponsored
community development projects. By
taking part in this adventure, you make
a contribution to raise the standard of
living in the more remote islands of Fiji.

As well as being the diving supervisor, Gemma is the Tui Tai’s photographer
and videographer who makes personal films for every family, in case we
needed to be reminded of how amazing the trip was.

See and hear for yourself what a
fantastic time we had. As well as being
the diving supervisor, Gemma is the Tui
Tai’s photographer and videographer
who makes personal films for every
family, in case we needed to be reminded
of how amazing the trip was.

Pacific Sun, the sister airline of Air
Pacific, flies from both Nadi and Suva
to Savusavu, where the Tui Tai departs
from. Five-day Tui Tai expedition
cruises start at $2,567 (USD) per person
for a double room, $3,851 for single
occupancy. The ship takes up to 22
passengers per trip in seven cabins and
four staterooms.
Rates are valid until March 31, 2012.
Prices include the cruise, all meals,
coffee/tea/juice/water, and adventure/
culture activities. Scuba diving, spa
treatments, bar bills are extra.
• For more information: www.tuitai.com
or visit airpacific.com for flight details.

Fiji’s finest freehold land
from FJD$500,000.*
Secure now with 10%
deposit or bank guarantee.

Beachfront house and land
plans ready to build
from FJD$1,900,000*

Sales and Information Centre Now Open
Naisoso Island. 9am-5pm daily.
First turn left after airport.
Fiji +(679) 675 0172 | sales@naisosoisland.com

Free hotel pick-up

Images and illustrations are indicative only. *Average price for waterfront
lots is FJD$1,236,000. all prices quoted are subject to 15% VAT. Whilst
all details have been carefully prepared and are believed to be correct
no warranty can be given either expressly or implied by the vendors or
their agents. Intending purchasers must rely on their own enquiries.
Specifications may change at any time. Payable by cheque or bank
guarantee. Prices correct as at 02/09/11. NAI22013 produced by
totocommunications.com.au
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